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UNCLAS NOUAKCHOTT 2372 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: PFOR, UNGA, MR, RH, WA 

SUBJECT: MAURITANIAN FOREIGN MINISTER COMMENTS ON SOUTHERN AFRICA 

1 . MAURITANIAN FOREIGNMINISTER HAMDI OULD MOUKNASS DISCUSSED 
SOUTHERN AFRICA SITUATION WITH LOCAL REPORTERS JUST PRIOR TO 
HIS DEPARTURE FOR UNGA ON SEPT 25. MOUKNASSRECALLED THAT 
MAURITANIA BROKE DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS WITH UK AT TIME OF RHO- 
DESIAN UDI. HE EMPHASIZED THAT MAURITANIA HAS ALWAYS SUPPORTED 
BATTLE OF PEOPLE OF ZIMBABWE, HAS ALWAYS FOUGHT AGAINST APAR- 
THEID, AND HAS ALWAYS SUPPORTED SWAPO IN ITS EFFORTS TO LIBE- 
RATE NAMIBIA. 

2. ZIMBABWE: MOUKNASS SAID THAT WITH ASSISTANCE OF OAU, ON 
ONE HAND, AND FORNTLINE STATES AND ARMED STRUGGLE OF ANC, ON 
OTHER HAND, RHODESIAN REBEL GOVERNMENT HAS AGREED TO ACCEPT 
PRINCIPLE OF MAJORITY RULE. MAURITANIA WILL SUPPORT ANY SOLUTION 
WHICH IS AGREEABLE TO THE ZIMBABWE COMBATTANTS AND 

WHICH HAS SANCTION OF FRONTLINE COUNTRIES. 
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3. NAMIBIA: MOUKNASS COMMENTED THAT HE SINCERELY HOPES 
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UNGA AND SECURITY COUNCIL WILL REQUIRE SOUTH AFRICA TO 
TURN OVER ADMINISTRATIVE CONTROL OF THIS INTERNATIONAL 
TERRIROTY TO UNITED NATIONS, "THAT IS TO SAY, THE SECU- 
RITY COUNCIL WHICH WILL PLACE THIS CONTROL IMMEDIATELY 
WITH SWAPO WHICH IS THE LIBERATION MOVEMENT FIGHTING IN 
THIS TERRIROTY". MOUKNASS ADDED THAT AFRICAN COUNTRIES 
IN UN ARE GOING TO TRY TO REQUEST SECURITY COUNCIL TO 
USE ALL POSSIBLE MEANS, AS COVERED BY THE CHARTER, TO 
DISENGAGE SOUTH AFRICA FROM NAMIBIA. 

4. SOUTH AFRICA: CONCERNING WHITE MINORITY RULE IN 
SOUTH AFRICA, MOUKNASS SAID MAURITANIA SUPPORTS " OUR 
AFRICAN BROTHERS WHO ARE BATTLING TO IMPOSE RACIAL 
EQUALITY UPON THE WHITE MINORITY. WE ALSO HOPE THAT THE 
POLICY OF APARTHEID AND RACIAL DISCRIMINATION WILL SOON 
END IN SOUTH AFRICA". 
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